


THE MODELLING PROCESS

1. THE PROTOTYPE



MOPAC track map of Freeport Texas, 1980.



Freeport, 

Texas

Photo from 

Dan Kesner



Freeport, 

Texas 1995 by

Google Earth

The fuel dealer 

has been 

removed by 

the time this 

photo was 

taken.



Nearby in 

Velasco is a 

similar track 

switch, circa 

1962.  

Will use this 

switch for 

prototype 

model.  

GP7 former 

STLB&M 4118 

renumbered 

MP 133

Note the 

switch stand 

target.



Mopac 

standard for 

the high 

switch stand 

banner
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Will use Fast 

Tracks template 

for #6 turnout
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Earliest photo 

of location for 

the switch 

shows 1/8” 

road bed 

being 

installed.



Originally a 

Peco #6 code 

83 insulfrog

switch was 

installed.



Meanwhile 

outside 

nearby in the 

real world  

UPRR is 

installing a 

new spring 

frog switch…



Ballast has 

been added, 

then a change 

in plans 

occurred…

Lets replace 

the Peco #6 

switch with a 

scratch built 

switch.
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The Peco 

switch has 

been 

removed 

and 

replaced 

with a 

scratch 

built #6 

switch.  

It’s code 83 

rails with 

wood and 

PC board 

ties.
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After wires 

have been 

connected 

and rail 

joints 

soldered 

add a coat 

of rail tie 

brown 

paint 

(acrylic).



Add ballast.

Used 

medium 

size grey 

ballast as 

filler then a 

top coat of 

fine grey 

blend  

ballast.



Add 50/50 

water and 

white glue 

mix to 

secure 

ballast to 

road bed.



Stain ballast 

to match 

adjacent 

road bed.

Use alcohol 

and black 

India ink 

mix for stain.



Add details 

to the track, 

i.e. switch 

stand, rail 

braces, rail 

joiners and 

point gauge 

bars.  

The switch 

stand 

rotates in 

sync with 

the points.

Central 

Valley 

switch 

detail 

parts 

#1603

Round-

House 

marker 

lamp 

#2956



Lets rotate 

the switch 

stand target 

by linking it 

to the back 

and forth 

movement 

of the switch 

machine.



Switch 

machine for 

the beer 

track switch 

with switch 

stand 

linkage.



Switch 

machine for 

the beer 

track switch 

with switch 

stand 

linkage.



… and the 

beer 

warehouse.



THE END


