
Building an HO scale model of 

the Harris-Badge Hardware store 

in Brazoria, Texas

by Jim Williams

The building is still in use today

as an antique salvage store



Scale Modelling process:
Collect documentation:

site location information

photographs

building dimensions

Create scale drawings

Obtain constructions materials:

exterior walls, windows, roof, sidewalks

interior walls, floors, doors

utility poles, lights, mailboxes, etc.

Assembly

Paint & weathering

Final details:

interior furniture

people, critters

scenery 



Area modelled on BVRS club 

layout (30”x144”)

USDA 

aerial 

photo 

1/29/1939

BCHM collection photo



Located on the Southwest corner 

of the intersection of Highway 36 

and UP RR (StLBM) tracks.

BCHM collection photo



The Harris-Badge Hardware
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The Bolling Phillips Hardware
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The Bolling & Phillips Hardware
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The Brazoria Hardware Bldg.

East side 

Jim Williams collection photo
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Jim Williams collection photo

The Brazoria Hardware Bldg.

North side 
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reversed

Now 

swings

outward

Brazoria 

hardware 

store 

lettering 

is 

bleeding 

through

Mural 

painting

Light 

fixture 

removed

September 2013

Two windows

covered

Original  

entrance 

covered

with 

stone



The Brazoria Hardware Bldg.

West side

Electrical

service

Jim Williams collection photo

Originally 
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behind 
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building. 

In the 
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building 
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tracks



Dimensions from measurements

north side – HO scale



Field notes - dimensions

north side 2nd floor windows



Field notes - dimensions

north side 1st floor windows



Field notes - dimensions

north side 1st floor windows



Field notes - dimensions

sidewalks, curbs, parking, street

building

sidewalk

parking



And then there is that roof

detail sketch



The roof detail is gone

The attachment points are visible

Jim Williams collection photo



HO scale model – exterior walls
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HO scale model – North side view
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Ho scale model – inside view
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Ho scale model – paint exterior
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Ho scale model – paint interior
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Ho scale model – building location



Ho scale model – exterior details
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Ho scale model – interior details
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The end – thank you!


